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numbers embraced these states of perfection with extreme ardour. Many
desired to confer earthly riches on him who had communicated to them
the goods of heaven; but he made it a capital duty to decline all self-
interest, and whatever might dishonour his ministry. He took nothing
from the many thousands whom he baptized, and often gave back the
little presents which some laid on the altar. He always gave till he had
no more to bestow, and rejoiced to see himself poor, with Jesus Christ,
knowing poverty and afflictions to be more profitable to him than riches
and pleasures. The happy success of his labours cost him many
persecutions.

A certain prince named Corotick, a Christian, though in name only,
disturbed the peace of his flock.    He seems to have reigned in some
part of Wales, after the Britons had been abandoned by the Romans.
This tyrant, as the saint calls him, having made a descent into Ireland,
plundered the country where St Patrick had been just conferring the
holy chrism, that is, confirmation, on a great number of Neophytes, who
were yet in their white garments after baptism.   Corotick, without paying
any regard to justice or to the holy sacrament, massacred many, and
carried away others, whom he sold to the infidel Picts or Scots.   This
probably happened at Easter or Whitsuntide.    The next day the saint
sent the barbarian a letter by a holy priest whom he had brought up from
his infancy, entreating him to restore the Christian captives, and at least
part of the booty he had taken, that the poor people might not perish for
want, but was only answered by railleries, as if the Irish could not be
the same Christians with the Britons;   which arrogance and pride sunk
those barbarous conquerors beneath the dignity of men, whilst by it they
were puffed up above others in their own hearts.    The saint, therefore,
to prevent the scandal which such a flagrant enormity gave to his new
converts, writ with his own hand a public circular letter.   In it he styles
himself a sinner and an ignorant man;  fpr such is the sincere humility
of the saints (most of all when they are obliged to exercise any acts of
authority), contrary to the pompous tides which the world affects.   He
declares, nevertheless, that he is established Bishop of Ireland, and pro-
nounces Corotick, and the other parricides and accomplices, separated
from him and from Jesus Christ, whose place he holds, forbidding any
to eat with them, or to receive their alms, till they should have satisfied
God by the tears of sincere penance and restored the servants of Jesus
Christ to their liberty.    This letter expresses the most tender love for
his flock and his grief for those who had been slain, yet mingled with
joy because they reign with the prophets, apostles, and martyrs.   Jocelin
assures us that Corotick was overtaken by the divine vengeance.   St
Patrick wrote his Confession as a testimony of his mission when he was
old.   It is solid, full of good sense and piety, expresses an extraordinary